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work on the theory of numbers, theory of partitions and theory
of continued fractions. To him, mathematics was a game of
partition of number into sums of squares, cubes and higher
powers, eg., P+123 = 1729 also 103+9' = 1729(loc.cit.) 1729 is
called Ramanujan's number.
Yet, Ramanujan was cautious and cunning. He did not
give his proofs to Hardy, for fear that Hardy might "steal" his
findings! Thus Hardy was hardly trusted.
Unfortunately Ramanujan fell ill in Cambridge. Being a
brahmin and strict vegetarian, he had to cook his own food.
Furthermore, First World War was raging in Europe at that
time to cause inconvenience to life and health.
In a mood of disgust and despair, he nearly attempted to
kill himself when he fell before a train in England.
Hardy's comment:
"While many of his theorems were quite new... He dis-
covered many theorems; persistent modesty for too big a man!"
While Ramanujan continued his research work in England
tuberculosis attacked him; he became pale and weak. Had
there been no Hardy, there would perhaps be no Ramanujan-
Such an intimacy between them. Once when Ramanujan was
sick with TB, Hardy paid a visit to him. Hardy said, " The
number of the taxi-cab in which I came is 1729, The number
seems to be a dull one and I hope it is not an unfavourable
omen."